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Washington's tomb where we went with the French,
and Mr. B.'s speech to Congress yesterday. The
first was remarkable, apart from the occasion and
from one or two amusing little incidents between
Viviani and Joffre (who quite eclipsed Viviani,
much to the latter's visible annoyance), for the
great attention paid in the Press to the significance
of a British homage to G. W. I expect Mr, B.'s
speech was reported in the Times. Viviani is a
fine orator and perspired freely, but Mr. B. was
splendid too and was a remarkable
Anti-British contrast by his quietness and distinction.
2KJ m People here still feel that England is the
England of the War of Independence,
and such animosity as there is is based more on old
history than on, say, the Irish Question or our
supposed airs. We missed the speech to Congress.
I hear however, that Mr. B. was at his very best.
His delivery and voice enchanted them, and it is
the first time in history that the President has come
down to the House on such an occasion. As he
did not do this for the French it is certainly a
hopeful sign of his attitude in the future. . . .

You hear a terrific amount of the Irish Question
discussed and we get shoals of letters about it. With
perhaps three or four exceptions they are most
friendly in tone and take the line that the settlement
of the Home Rule question will sweep away the last
obstacle to a perfect unity between the U.S. and
us. ... The prosperity and wealth flabbergast
you coming straight from England.

The French had a great reception but I think
they were regarded more as a travelling circus than
anything else. Kissing babies played a large part
in their programme. Thank Heaven we held